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MATT HEW] V. 4. 


Bleſſed are They that Mourn, for They ſhall be 
e 


HE Words are our Blefſed Gaviour' S; One, Who 
by Way of Eminence was ſtiled, a Man of or- 
rows, and acquainted with Grief, in all its moſt 
affecting Circumſtances; Whole Life commen- 

cing | in a Stable at Bethlehem, was finiſh'd upon the Croſs, 

on Mount Catvary; And all the intermediate Stages of it, 
from ſo forlorn a Beginning to that moſt painful Period, 
was but one continu'd Series of Poverty and Diſtreſs, Ig- 
nominy and Reproach : So that Mourning ſeem'd to be 
the fix d Habit of his Soul, the moſt natural Dialect of 
his Tongue; Yet, ſo far from being diſagreeable was this 
Habit, that He recommends it to his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers with a peculiar Bleſſing annex'd to it; and, how 
difagreeable ſoever to Fleſh. and Blood This Duty might 
ſeem, He propoſes it as the Never-failing Source of the 
fincereſt Comfort. For Who would not now for a little 
while go on his Way weeping, when the End of that ſhort 

Courſe is an Eternity of Joy? Who would not take up 
Thy Croſs, O Bleſſed Jeſu, to feel the tranſporting Effects 

of thy Mercy; to be made conformable alike to thy Sut- 

terings, and Glory ! How blinded by Senſuality muſt be 
the Wretch, who can prefer the tranſient Pleaſures of this 

Life, for a fad Reverſion of everlaſting Woe! Nay, that 

would refuſe the light Aflictions, which are but for a Mo- 


ment, and which Work out for Us, a more exceeding and an 


Eternal Weight of Glory. 
LEE Bleſſed 


(2) 
Bleſſed therefore are They that mourn ] and moſt emi. 
nently fo, for theſe Three Reaſons : 


I. Becauſe to mourn, is moſt ſuitable to the Charade; 
of our Life. 


II. Becauſe It diſpoſes Us to the Duties of Religion, 


III. Becauſe It has the Promif of the Divine Comfort; 


Bleſſed are J Ley that mourn, s for T/ * ſhall be con. 
forted. 


I. To mourn is moſt ſuitable to the Chara#er of 


our Life. The next Degree of Folly to That of being 
proud, is to give up Our-Selves to extravagant Mirth, and 


licentious Pleaſure ; Theſe were no more made for Man than 
Pride: And it is ſcarce more abſurd for ſinful Duſt and 
Aſhes, to boaſt it-Self on its own Excellencies, than to 
wear the Pace of Joy and Gladneſs, in the midſt of Pain, 
Sorrow, and Uncertainty. 

We have All a Thorn in the Plſh, to wean Us from 
the World : Every Day brings its Portion of Evil and 
Diſappointment, to defeat the beſt-grounded Security of 


future Complacency. The Hope of many Years is ſnatch'd 


away from Us in a Moment : The Object of our moſt en- 


_ dearing Love and Friendſhip, in Whom perhaps was cen- 
ter'd, or, at leaſt, with Whom was aſſociated every Cit- 


cumſtance of real or imaginary Happineſs, feeth away 
from Us as a Shadow, and the Place thereof” knoweth it n 


more. And if the Illufions of Fancy reſtore to our Ima- 
gination Him whom our Soul Ioveth, it is like the Diſap- 


e of the diſconſolate Heroe, 


"QpiZaro N PlAray LL) 
Od Se 1 3 t x5 nö re 05 
d ——— II. Lib, xxiii. 99. 


But 


(3) 
But as to our Temporal Proſperity, ſhould our Life run 
on in one unruffled Calm; ſhould Providence enlarge its 
Bounty, equal to our Defires, and leave not one With un- 
fulfill d; yet our natural Corruption, our Surprizes into 
Sin, and our wilful Failings, muſt prove a never-failing 
Source of Affliction to every good Man. And though all 
things go well with Us; yet, to be ſtruck at every View, 
with the Miſeries and Wants of our Brethren, muſt con- 
tinually wound a Mind that is not loſt to the common 
Feelings of Humanity. 
What an Abſurdity then is an immoderate Degree of 
Mirth, in this Vale of Tears, in this vain and wicked 
World, One perpetual Alternative of Sin and Trouble! 
What a horrid Convulſion then is intemperate Laughter ! 
What a Symptom of a diſtemper'd Soul, Which endea- 
vours, but in vain, to diſguiſe its inward Anxiety in out- 
ward Shew and borrow'd Grimace. Behind the Maſk, 
the Face is ſtil] the fame ; and the Sore, ſlightly ſkinn'd 
over, throbs and beats within, with more inexpreſſible 
Pain and Torture. 
But there is a Solace in Tears, h None but the 
Children of Affliction know; They diſburthen the Soul of 
its oppreflive Weight; and while the Sore runs plentifully, 
and ſeems to refuſe Comfort, it diſcharges the virulent 
Cauſe of its Anguiſh. Sorrow quells the Tumult of every 
Paſſion, ſo that the Waves thereof are ſtill. Pride, Anger 
and Reſentment yield then to the gentler Sway of Their 
contrary Affections, Love, Meekneſs, and Humility : And 
when thoſe boiſterous Tyrants are expell'd Their Habitati- 
on, the Soul wonders at the Peace ſhe has in Her-Self ; ex- 
ults in the folemn Vacancy of Buſineſs and Pleaſure; and 
is tranſported to ſee its Boſom, That once troubled Sea, be- 
come a ſmooth Surface, a bright Mirror, reflecting back 
upon it-Self its own Beauty and Excellence. . 

Are all the noiſy Starts of intermitting Mirth equal to 
ſuch a calm Habit of the Mind? Is it not infinitely pre- 
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terable to poſſeſs our Souls in Seriouſneſs, than to be con. 
tinually fluttering about, toſsd to and fro with Vanity; 
and to have our Reaſon clouded, and weaken'd, or even 
joſt, in the Purſuit of Vice and Pleaſure. 5 
There is therefore a peculiar Bleſſing in Mourning, as it 
has a direct Tendency to diſingage the Soul of thoſe trou. 
bleſome Paſſions, which occaſion greater Anguiſh, than 
the ſevereſt temporal Affliction; as it improves the Under. 
ſtanding, corrects the Will, and ſettles the Mind on the 
ſure Foundation of Reaſon and Virtue; and, in ſhort, as 
it is in general molt ſuitable to the Character we live in 
here, in this miſerable World, 


11. 1 proceed in the Second place to ſhew the Bleſjedneſs 
of Them that mourn, in regard that Afliction diſpoſes Them 
to the Duties of Religion. CO 


We are moſtly inclin'd (fuch is the Frailty of our Na- 
ture) to forget God, when We partake moit plentifully of 


his Bleflings. The Calms of Life generally diſpoſe Us to 
Indolence, and Careleſneſs; and when All Things are at 


Peace without, we are too apt to imagine that All is well 
within: We then too negligently diſcharge the Duties of 


Religion, and think Our-Selves good enough, or, at leaſt, as 


good as Others; and We are the more inclin'd fo to think, 
becauſe We are unwilling to awaken Our-Selves, out of that 
pleaſing Dream, by Reflection ; and diſcompoſe our In- 
dolence, by the too mortifying View of our own Wretch- 
edneſs. „ VVV! 
But when the Viſitation of God comes upon Us, Then 
We begin to ſay with DAVID, We have greatly ſinned; 
Then does the ſecret Wickedneſs which We remov'd far 


out of our Sight, ſmite Us; and as for our hidden Cor- 


ruptions Then We know them —#M hen I am in Heavineſs, 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, I will think upon God; when my Heart 
10 vexed, I will complain. When the broken Reed of 155 

I op World's 


41 


World's Good fails Us „Then we remember that God 1s our 
Strength, and the moſt High God our Redeemer. 

For Worldly Succeſs fs Us with vain Conceit of our 
gelves; and makes us forget We are in a State of Depen- 
dency; and with the Angel of the Laodicean Church in 
the Revelations, We ſay, within Our; ſelves, Ve are rich, 
We are increasd in Goods, and have Need of nothing, and 
nd not, that We are really wretched, and mijerable, 

blind and naked: And with Nebuchadnezzar We attribute 
all the Wealth and Honours We have rais'd, to the Excel- 
lency of our own Wiſdom, faying, in that impious Expoſ- 
tulation of His, Is not This the Great Babylon, that I have 

built by the Might of my Power ? But when the Hour of 
Calamity cometh, Then with that proud King it We up 
our Eyes unto Heaven, and our Underſtanding returns unto 


_ us; and We acknowledge, that all the Inhabitants of the 


Earth are reputed as nothing; and that He doth according 
to bis Will in the Armies of Heaven, and among the Inha- 
bitants of the Earth. 
For Diſtreſs opens our Eyes which were firmly closd 
by the God of this World; It breaks its Enchantments, 
and all the Viſionary Pleaſures vaniſh: It makes us indeed 
ſenſible that we are in a deſolate Wilderneſs of a World, 
in a barren and dry Land where no Mater is. 
The Tale of Vanity then delights no more, when the 
Heart is fick, when the Soul abhors all Manner of Meats, 
and draws near unto the Gates of Death : It taſtes not then 
what it eats, or what it drinks, nor hears with Pleaſure 


Them that chant to the Viol: All This is Folly and Mad- 5 


nels, when the Soul is diſquieted within itſe . and ſays it 


has no longer Pleaſure in them. 
Diſtreſs makes Us ſenſible of the Relation we bear to 


God, and teaches Us how requiſite his Friendſhip is to 
our Well. doing : It weans us of a languid formal Devo- 
tion, and makes our Petitions ſpeak the Language of our 


Heart, with an Importunacy and Zeal, that may . 
the 


e 8 ED — FIRES — A 
. — - * 2 — 3 — — 2 2 — IR — — CIS 
a — — * - . ä — 
eye — - 5 — II - - K 7 
—— Lene en —-»„— . = 7 5 — . - 
— 3 4" Cy. FP P 222 * 2 3 —.— TR x7 — Fe * — tv 5 - 7 get USO IF Rs 4 
ä * * 5 = 3 8 * x. - 5 - Ee * — 5 _ 8 2 2 - 
„„ rr PO ge * — RE — boo i 1 
r 2 BD * ac. «IE — . 4 bY 9 — 12 <> = — — WA; [05 2 - 
* — 3 25 3 — 44 233 EE - 5 
x 2 * 8 Mie — 


1 3 


_ . . 6 vv, 
- : oe EP 4 err 
r COL; Do on xn Tc 
* — : 5 — x _ * 


the Spirit of Grace to help our Infirmities ; enable Us # 
wreſtle with God, till We prevail; nor juffer Us to depart 


without a Bleſſing. 


Man of Sorrows exerts this Violence with a peculia- 
Force. Indigence is ever preſſing and importunate, and 
never will let go that Anchor whereon reſts its ſole De. 
pendance : But when it is forſaken of All other Support 
it will lift up its Eyes unto the Hills, from whence com- 
eth Health and Salvation, and will expect its Comforts Wl 
thence, Nor will the Lord /hut up his Loving-kindne 
in Diſpleaſure, and deſpiſe the Prayer of the Poor deſlitute, 
but ſpeedily will reheve Him, and ſend him Help from his | 


Earth, to viſit the Fatherleſs, and ſuch as are in Aflittim, 


and prevents our Deſires with the Bleſſings of Goodneſs: 


(6) 


And if the Kingdom of God is ſeig'd by Violence, the 


holy Hill, And this brings me 


III. To ſhow the Blzſedneſs of Them that mourn, in- 
aſmuch as it entitles Them to the divine Comfort. Bleed 
are They that mourn, for They ſhall be comforted. 


The Lord, tho He dwelleth in the higheſt Heaven, yet 
humbleth Himſelf to behold the Things that are done in the 


and to lift the Poor out of the Mire. 
He is always more ready to hear, than We are to pray; 


And when We are forgetful of paying our Addreſſes to 
Him, He viſits Us with Affliction, only to remind Us of 
our Duty. 

But even in Wrath He remembers Mercy, and never puts 
forth his Rod to puniſh, but lends Us at the fame Time 
his Staff to ſupport and comfort Us, His Chaſtiſements are 
ever the Corrections of a gentle Father, which conſults 
our Good, more than his own Authority; the more 
Drops He calls from our Eyes, the more abundantly wil! 
He bleſs the Increaſe of Them ; He only ſtops the Current 
of his Fayours for a while, that They may flow down 
2 : 5 with 
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with more inexpreſſible Comfort on the Children of Af- 
fiction, And hen God riſeth to Fudgment, to help all the 
Meek upon the Earth, He will remember all the Com- 
plaints of the Poor; and by how much the more They 
have ſown in Tears the more plentifully ſpall They reap 
1171 J Oy» A 

3 [7 en in this Life ſhall They experience the tran- 
ſporting Effects of his Mercy: A Gleam of Joy and 
Comfort ſhall break in upon Them, thro' the blackeſt 
Cloud of Sorrow; and, as our Bleſſed Saviour appear'd to 
Mary Magdalen as ſhe flood weeping at the Sepulchre, and 
diſperſed all her Trouble, and all her Fears, by His perſo- 
nal Appearance; fo will the ſame gracious Lord preſent 
Himſelf to their Faith, whz/e They are ſad and comfort- 
leſs, and ſorrow after a godly Sort. The Spirit of Grace 
will then open their Underſtanding that They may know the 
Scriptures, thoſe ſacred Fountains of Truth, ſpringing up 
into everlaſting Life. „ „ 
And when the Tide of Grief beateth high, and the 
Floods run in, even unto the Soul, ſhall the ſame good Spi- 
rit bring to their Remembrance, whatever the Prophets have 
| ſpoken tor their Comfort and Improvement. Now it will 

ſet their Tranſgreſſions and Follies in Array before Them, 

and ſtop Their Mouths with this juſt Expoſtulation ; 
Shall a Living Man complain, a Man for the Pumſhment 
of his Sins? Now it will remind Them of the manifold 
unmerited Bleſſings of God, that They will ſay, Have We 
 recetv'd Good at the Hand of God, and ſhall We not alſo re- 
ceive Evil? And now, when Thoughts of Deſpondency 
ariſe in Their Hearts, will it graciouſly chide away Their 
miſguiding Apprehenſions and Fears; faying, Why are ye 
ſ beavy, why are ye fo diſqureted within you Put your 
Truſt in God; Theſe light Afflictions are the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing Marks of his Favour ; for Whom the Lord loveth 
He chafteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son Whom He receiveth, 
And laſtly, It will point out to Them the hy of 
0 Ty Our 
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Our Bleſſed Saviour, whoſe Afflictions were as unpa. 
rallel'd, as unmerited ; and Who was made perfect thr; 
Sufferings, that They too, hr much Tribulation, muſt 
fellmo Him into Glory: And that He hath given Them 
| Aſſurance thro Faith, that if They ſuffer with Him They 
hull alſo reign with Him; graciouſly purpoſing by theſe 
ſeemingly ſevere Diſpenſations, to induce Them 7o poſſe; 
their Souls with Patience, and inſpire Them with a ge- 


nerous Contempt of the World; and ſo to ſet Them 


above all the Changes and Chances of it ; and, in ſhort, 
to conduct Them thro' it with Peace and Comfort, to 
thoſe Bleſſed Manſions, where Tears ſhall be wif'd from 
their Eyes for ever and even. 

But before I diſmiſs this Subject, it will be neceſſary to 
obſerve, that All who mourn, are not Bleſ/ed, nor entitled 
to this Comfort. 55 EY 

St. Pau L contradiſtinguiſhes two Kinds of Sorrow, 
the One à godly Sorrow, that worketh Repentance to Sal. 
vation not to be repented of ; the Other, the Sorrow of the 
World which worketh Death. The Former is That, where- 


on I have been hitherto treating; the Latter is What af. 


fects Us when We are 2mmoderately griev'd at any Dif- 
appointment in our temporal Intereſt, or inconſolable at 
the Loſs of a Friend. The Unreaſonableneſs, and Sinful- 
[neſs of Which, I ſhall endeavour as briefly as poſſible to 


repreſent. And Firſt, for the Srnfulneſs of being imm 


derately griev'd at any temporal Diſappointment. 
The Holy Scripture aſſures that the Intereſts of His 
World are at Enmity with God; and that it is impoſſible 


7o ſerne God, and Mammon. How ought We then, in- 


ſtead of repining, to bleſs the Care of Providence; which 


removes thoſe hurtful Things from Us, which generally 


prove the greateſt Lets and Hindrances of the important 


Buſineis of our Salvation. i 


Again, What a Load of Guilt muſt it draw upon Men, 
to fruſtrate the Means, that he Goodneſs of God makes 


ule 


(9) 
uſe of to bring Them to Repentance ; When, inſtead of 
acquainting ThemſeFves with God, and making Their Aſ- 
fictions a Furtherance to their Improvement in Grace ; 
They murmur that the Opportunity of gratifying their 
Luſts is remov'd from Them? How juſtly do ſuch Men 
anſwer the Character given Them by the Prophet, ſaying, 
Thou haſt firicken Them but They have not griev'd : Thou 
boaſt conſum'd Them, but they have refus'd to receive Cor- 
rection; They have made their Faces harder than a Roch; 
They have refus'd to return; therefore, I ſaid, furely They 
are fooliſh, for They know not the Way of the Lord, nor the 
Judgment of their Gd. JC 
Much the ſame may be ſaid, in regard to Thoſe hat 
Sorrow without Hope, and are inconſolable for the Loſs of 
Friends; when their Grief is carried to that Pitch of Ex- 
travagance and Impiety, that, inſtead of re/ting in, and 
ſubmitting to, challenges (as it were) the Divine Diſpen- 
lations. i „ ok 
But however, We are no where forbidden to expreſs a 
decent Concern, when ſuch Afflictions befall us; We are 
not enjoin'd ot to feel Them, but only to bear Them like 
Men and Chriſtians ——A contrary Behaviour ſavours 
more of a Brutal Inſenſibility, than Heroiſm. And our 
| Bleſſed Lord, who ſanctified all our Natural Paſſions, 
while z7nocent, by his own Example, gives a peculiar 
Sanction to This; for we read upon the very like Occa- 
hon—Feſus wept ! — FD 
To have a Son, a Parent, and a Friend, torn from 
our Boſom, and ſnatch'd from our Embraces, and mutual 
Endearments ; even where no extraordinary Merit recom- 
mends Them, may ju/tify very ſtrong Emotions of the 
moſt pungent Sorrow: How much more then, may it do 
lo, in the Object before us, the Occaſion of this Even- 
ing's melancholy Solemnity? One who fill'd up each of 
theſe amiable Characters in a moſt diſtinguiſh'd Manner— 
In regard to his Filial Piety, nothing can point That out 
5 B in 
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in a fairer View, than That uninterrupted Harmony (1 


might ſay Friendſhip) which ſubſiſted between his Fa. 
ther and Him, for many Years; and I am a Witneſs of 
Their frequently expreiling apart, Their mutual Acknow- 
ledgments; The One, of having the beſt of Fathers: The 


Otter, the beſt of Sons. He was by Nature of a happy 


Turn of Mind and Diſpoſition, which made Him inca- 
pable of an unmanly, and ungenerous Action; much leſs 
of a baſe, or a wicked one. And, I have heard his Fa- 
ther with a Sort of Triumph mention, that from his In- 
fancy, neither He, nor any One that had any Concern in 
his Education, had ever any material Complaint againſt 
Him——At Weſftminſter-School He acquir'd a Taſte pecu- 
liar to That diſtinguiſh'd Seminary of Polite Literature; 
Which inclin'd Him (as I have heard Him fay, and is but 
too often the Caſe) to ſlight, at his firſt going to the 
Univerſity, the drier Studies (as they are call'd) of Ma- 
thematicks and Philoſophy. But however, He was ſoon 
reclaim'd from This Way of Thinking, by his excellent 
Tutor, the learned and ingenious * Mr, Fobnfon, a Perſon 
of the moſt fingular Abilities that either Univerſity can 
| boaſt of; with Whom, to his lateſt Breath, He liv'd in 
the ſtricteſt Union of Friendſhip and Aﬀection : And the 
mentioning whoſe Name, over His Remains (was He 
ſenſible of it, I am confident) would be eſteem'd by Him, 
as the moſt pious Part of this poor Tribate of my Friend- 


ſhip : Under His Influence I fay, not by the common 


Intercourſe between Tutor and Pupil, but, as it were, by 
a Sort of Transfuſion of Soul and Sentiment, He arriv'd 
5 5 1 1 


*Tbis Gentleman was ſome time ſince Fellow of Magdalen- Collge, 


Cambridge. He was remarkable for the indefatigable Pains He took 


with his Pupils, and was Author of ſeveral uſeful Treatiſes calculated 


for their Improvement, which are now in the Hands of moſt of the 
Youth in both our Univerſities. Coming to Town to preach his annual 


Lectures at Whitehall, He was ſeiz'd with a violent Fever, of which He 


died in a few Days. 


(11) 


at ſuch a cloſe Way of Thinking and Reaſoning upon the 
moſt knotty Points of the Metaphyſics; that He wrote and 
publiſh'd a * Treatiſe upon a Subject, Which had em- 


ploy'd the controverted Pens of the then + moſt learned 


Mien in Europe; at a Time of Life, when Few are capable 
of reading and comprehending, much leſs of judging of the 


Force of ſuch Arguments. What miſchievous Conſe- 


uences might not have attended the Merit and Applauſe 
of This Performance, in a Perſon of leſs Judgment and 


Honeſty ? How would the Infidel, Free-Thinker, and 


Syſtematic Innovator of every Sort, have triumph'd to 
have got the young Champion to have enter'd Their Lifts? 


What a wide Field might have been laid open to His moſt 


| Ambitious Views of Applaufe, and envy'd Friendſhips ? 
But He choſe rather to ſtick cloſe to the Unpopular, and 
too much exploded Notions of the + Catholic Faith, and 
Doctrines of the || Church of England; than to proſtitute 
the Sacredneſs of the One, and the Dignity of the Other, 
to ſuch little Views, and mean Purpoſes 


But how unneceſſary, nay rather impertinent is it for 


Me, to dwell upon His Character as a Writer and a Di- 
dine, which has already the Higheſt Atteſtation to it; no 


leſs than That of the Great Champion of the Orthodox 
Faith, That Irene@us of our Age, the learned and ever 


B 2 5 memo- 


* His Treatiſe of Space publiſh'd 1733: Wherein He was thought by - 


many, to have ſtruck new Light into a dark Subject; and clearly to 
have confuted thoſe Notions of Space, Duration, and The poſſible Eter- 
nity of the Morld, which had been ſtrongly Aſſerted and Defended. 

T Mr. Leibnitz, and Dr. Samuel Clarke, © : 

+ His Defence of the Athana/ran Creed publiſh'd 17 35. . 
I His Church of England vindicated, in requiring from her Miniſters 


Subſcription to the XXXIX Articles, This Treatiſe publiſh'd 1739 


met with a very uncommon Fate: For having remain'd unanſwer'd, (or 
rather unanſwerable) for ſeveral Years, was attack'd a Year or two 
ſince, by Mr. Chandler; His judicious and maſterly Reply to Whom, 


was the laſt of his Writings that appear'd in print, being then in a very | 


declining State of Health. 


FL 


port it. 


(12): 


memorable Dr. Waterland ; Who, not only in his Life. 
time, honour'd Him with an uncommon Share of Inti. 
macy, and a literary Correſpondence upon the moſt diff. 


cult Points; but, at his Death, thought Him the pro- 


pereſt Perſon (young as He was) to be intruſted to digeſt, 


and publiſh his * poſthumous Writings. Such a Deke. 
rence to his Learning and Judgment, from ſo Great 3 


Man, is a Circumſtance, which alone 1s ſufficient to re. 
commend the Character of His Abilities to All ſucceeding 
Ages, had He left no ether Teſtimony behind Him to ſup- 
Shall I return to His Domeſtic Virtues? Who here are 
not acquainted with Them! The Impulſes of Which are 
already too ſtrong, to want any new Emotions of Ten- 
derneſs to awaken Them. Shall I recount Thoſe which 


 form'd in Him an amiable Character in the ſocial Life 


Who is there here, whoſe Memory cannot ſuggeſt to Him 


more Inſtances of Thoſe, than the readieſt Eloquence, or 
moſt oſtentatious Pomp of Words can expreſs ? I muſt 
own my preſent Diſcompoſure of Mind, and other In- 
firmities, make Me very unequal to the Talk of doing 


Juſtice to Them — Our Tears can only pay the bel! 
Tribute to Them — As artleſs as his «wr Sincerity, and 
as plenteous as the Overflowings of His own Benevo- 
lence Never had a Man a Temper better turn'd for, 
or more firm and conſtant in his Friendſhip; or was 
known to anſwer that Character of the Poet, who ſeem'd to 


underſtand that Affection, at leaſt as well as any Heathen, 


— Metuens 8 
Scurrantis ſpeciem præbere profeſſus amicum. 


His Sentiments of Friendſhip were too manly to know 
any Starts of Caprice and Humour, which too often prove 
the 


'® Theſe He afterwards publiſb'd in 2 vols. 8vo, with a preliminary 
Diſcourſe, c. 15 


( 13) 


the Bane of it, in light and low Minds. He was always 
One, and uniformly the Same. And This I experienc'd in 
Him during the Courſe of eighteen Vears Acquaintance. 
His Family, and his perſonal Appearance, (when the 
Merit of the One might challenge Him the Title of a Gen- 
tleman, the Other beſpeak Him one) neither did fo really 
new Him /uch, as every Sentiment of his Soul, every Acti— 
on of his Life. — Nothing ever was more Candid—more 
Humane — more Benevolent! — ſo far from 477g, that I 
cannot recolle& hearing Him ſo much as Hint an ill na- 
turd Thing, to the Prejudice of Another — ſo far from 
propagating, or even liſtening to a ſcandalous Report, that 
He never fail d to ſuppreſs it with Abhorrence and Indig- 
nation. Conſcious of the Hone/fty of his own Heart, He 
could not be eaſily induc'd to entertain any Suſpicion of 
the Naughtineſs of Another's. He never over-rated his 
own Merit, or depreciated that of Others by invidious and 
ly Inſinuations; but was even fond of the Appearance of 
it, which perhaps his own good Nature at firſt gave Birth 
to——In ſhort, I never knew a Character fo like That of 
the young Man in his own Favourite Author, and very | 
frequently his Pocket-Companion : 


Sic Vita erat: facile omnes perferre ac pati 
Cum quibus erat cunque una, 11s ſeſè dedere : 
Forum ſtudiis obſequi | adverſus nemini: 


Nunquam preponens ſe illis] &c. 


Or rather to apply to Him what St. PAu I. ſaid of Cha- 
rity in the Abſtract — He /ufer'd long, and was kind; He 


| envied not, vaunted not Himſelf, did not behave Himſelf 


unſeemly, was not eaſily provok'd, thought no Evil; rejoiced 
not in Iniquity, but rejoiced in the Truth; He bore all 
Things, believed all Things, hoped all Things. —When ſuch 
| 3a Sketch, imperfect as it is, of his Character, we might 
_ tay with the Diſciples of Jeſus, who loved Martha, and 

| | | | : 9 855 M. a ry, | 


12 


of it —But God who knew the Talent, and his Improye. 
ment of it; as He gave and knew the Faculty, ſo He pro. | 


ful Servant might receive the Fulneſs of the Reward. 


_ geous as unprovoked, upon a Subject that had now lain dor- 
mant and unanſwer'd for ſeveral Years; yet, uuder all 


7, unknown before in his Writings ? Indeed, as He had 


All Difficulties. The Spirit indeed was willing, but tit 
Fleſh was weak ! And his Friends foreſaw and lamented, 
that fo cloſe an Attention to Study and Buſineſs at the 


( 14) 
Mary, and Lazarus, Let us even go and Die with Him: 
did not His Virtues of the Chriſtian Life (for which He 
was ſingularly eminent) bid us go, and do likewiſe, that 
We may live with Him. 5 

He had always a Fortitude of Mind peculiar to Him. 
ſelf, not only natural, but acquir.d by Practice; one In. 
ſtance of which, I my-ſelf am privy to; which He made 
Experiment of (as He Himſelf told me) with no other 
View than to prove His own Conſtancy, in caſe of Peri, 
Diſtreſs, Calamity, or ſudden Death: and little did He 
think at That Time, that He ever ſhould ſtand in ſuch need 


portion'd the Object accordingly ; and exerted and call 
forth to Light every hidden Virtue, that His good and faith- 


For two or three Years laſt paſt, with what Chearful. 
neſs did He ſtruggle with a decaying Conſtitution ; and 
That too aggravated with ſeveral perplexing Circumſtances 
of a temporal Concernment? Challeng'd + at the fame 
time by a Writer from the Preſs, in a Manner as outra- 


theſe Diſadvantages, with what Addreſs did He manage 
the One, and with what convincing Arguments did He 
confute the Other; and rebuke with a becoming Aſperi- | 


a ſingular Reſolution to ſupport Him under, ſo had He as 
remarkable an Induſtry and Prudence to carry Him thro 


ſame 


I dare not charge Mr, Chandler with ſo much Diſingenuity, a t 
be acquainted, at leaſt, with this Circumſtance. Ty 


(15 ) 
ame Time, would unavoidably ſhorten His Days; and 
Which indeed brought on That Diſtemper, Which, thro' 
{yeral Relapſes, at laſt prov'd his Diſſolution. 

But in his laſt long Illneſs, which was ſoon judg'd de: 
ſperate, How exemplary was bis Behaviour ! How fervent 
in Devotion, How wholly reſign'd to every Diſpenſation 
of the Divine Will How meek— How patient—no Mur- 
mur, no diſcontented, no haſty Expreſſion in his ſevereſt 
Pains (and ſeverer cannot well be conceiv'd) was ever 
| heard to fall from Him. And in my laſt Interview with 
Him a few Days before He died, He convers'd with all 
the Serenity, Eaſe, and Chearfulneſs, which was peculiar 
to Him in his youthful and gayer Hours. Then did 1 
bear Him with his own Mouth bleſs God for ſo gentle and 
merciful a Viſitation; and that He felt none of thoſe ex- 
quiſite Pains of Thoſe unhappy People, who groan'd un- 
| der the racking Tortures of the Gout and Stone, And in 

his expiring Agonies (which He frequently ſeem' d to be 
in, and again recover'd) when the Grief and Affliction of 
his Friends about Him prevented Their miniſtring to Him 
ſo uſefully as He could wiſh ; He, the only unconcern'd 
Perſon there, reproved T hem, only by complaining that 
„He wanted People of true Fortitude about Him,” 
meaning, Such Who could look the King of Terrors in the 
Face, as undiſmay'd as Himſelf. Thus He liv'd, and 
thus He died. — And ſhould we be ſorry lite Men without 
Hape for One, of whom we have the moſt comfortable 

Aſfurances that He ſleeps in Chriſt ? Or ought We not ra- 
ther to bleſs and praiſe God, hat it hath pleas'd Him to 
take him out of the Miſeries of this ſinful World; and has 
added one Example more 70 Thoſe that are gone before Us in 
the Faith and Fear of Chriſt; in order to correct our Er- 
rors, animate our Hopes, and confirm our Stedfaſtneſs, 


| that We 40% may be made Partakers Ul a e Refur- 
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If the Bleſſed Spirits, after they are retir'd out of this 
World, are ſenſible of the Grief of Their Friends; What 
Alloy muſt it be to Their Happineſs! and, could They 


communicate Their Thoughts, How would They chide 


away our miſ-ipent Sorrow? and retort the Words of our 


Bleſſed Lord upon Us, ſaying, Weep not for Us, but fir 


Yourſetves | Weep not for Us, Who have attain'd the Eu- 
of bur Calling; Who have eſcap'd the Tempeſt of a trou- 
bleſome World, and are arriv'd at the Haven where abe 
would be; but weep for Yourſelves, Who are ſtil] exposd 


to the Calamities of a miſerable Life; and whoſe Eternal 


Intereſts are at Stake, ſo long as Ye live in it! Rather de- 


plore your natural, and acquir'd Corruption! fo ſhall You 


be comforted, as We are now. — So ſhall We meet again 
in a joyful Reſurrection, united in a firmer and more diſin- 
tereſted Friendſhip; in a Friendſhip not ariſing from ſuch 
little Views, as mutual Aſſiſtance; but from the Love of 


God, and the Excellency of our own Nature; from an 


exalted Degree of Love and Purity, qualifying Us for the 
Society of Angels; with Whom the Patriarchs, Prophets 


and Apoſtles, Who once wander d about deſtitute, affiifted, 
tormented, have now found a City to dwell in, even an 


eternal Reſt from their Labours. Ho 
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BO 0 K 8 wrote by the late Reverend Jo 8 EPH 
CLARKE, A. M. 


R. Clark? 8 Notions of Space examined, Publiſh'd in yy 
1733. 


2. A Farther Examination of Dr. Clark's Notions of 
Space, with ſome Conſiderations on the Poſſibility of Eternal 
Creation, in Reply to Mr. Zohn Clarke's Third Defence of 
Dr. Samuel Clarke's Demonſtration, Sc. 1734. 


2. The Athanaſ an Creed a e againſt. Hereſy 
Publiſh'd I 735. 


4. The Church of England Vindicated, Ge. 173 9. 


5. Reformation of Manners the Beſt Thankſgiving : : A Ser- 
mon preach'd at Twickenham in Middleſex, October 9. 1 746. | 


3 A View of the Controverſy concerning Miraculous Pow- 
ers, Ec. 1748. 


7. A Full and particular Reply to Mr, Chondles Caſe of 
Subſcription. 1749. | | 
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